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Emails continue to threaten cybersecurity
1,280,413
BRIANNA SCHREURS
Managing Editor

I

t only takes one click.
Sophomore agricultural education major Cloey Anderson
learned this last year. Her Jacks
Email was hacked, filling her inbox with a torrent of more than a
thousand emails.
“I tried to delete them, but every time I tried three more came
in the place of the one I just deleted,” she said.
While millions of scam emails
are thwarted and cyberattacks
are mitigated daily at South Dakota State, some attacks succeed.
And while hackers devise insidious attacks, the Department of
Technology Information works
to keep student and faculty accounts safe.

“[Cybersecurity protection] is
very important,” said Ryan Knutson, assistant vice president of
technology. “It gets more important each year.”
The landscape of cybersecurity continues to get more complex and higher education institutions are often targets for hackers – due to their unique culture
of open networks. Hackers exploit this transparency, gaining
access to research, university credentials and more.
This semester, a phishing
email asked university employees to fill out their W-2s using
the electronic document signing
service DocuSign. The fake email
was successful due to how similar it’s layout looked to an official
email, Knuston said.
Anyone who fell for the scam

risked a security breach to the
university, or even their personal
bank accounts.
Knutson said threats are always getting harder to detect.
Cyberattacks have become more
customizable to a user as well,
with spoof emails saying they’re
from a fellow student or a university official.
The peak number of spam
emails sent in January was
1.5 million. Out of the total
1,280,413 emails sent, 989,005
were detected as spam, and only
267,294 got through to inboxes,
malicious or otherwise. The risk
to security increases, “because
the amount of people that will
click on it is higher, and the more
people that click will give away
some credentials,” Knutson said.
Technology Information has
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two full-time employees who
manage most attacks locally.
The team does not manage
Distributed Denial of Service attacks. DDoS protection is managed by the South Dakota Bureau
of Information and Telecommunications.
Knutson said it is helpful, as
SDSU is frequently targeted by

DDoS attacks, which attempt to
overwhelm a server from multiple sources.
For email, the Technology Information staff creates custom algorithms to catch emails specific to SDSU inboxes to keep them
free from unwanted spam.

Continued to A7

Sanford donates $2.5 million in
‘This Is Norman:’ documentary on
daily life, travel of ‘extraordinary man’ scholarships to SDSU students
GARRETT AMMESMAKI/
McKENNA MATHIESEN
News Editor/Reporter
“If you could go anywhere,
where would you go?”
This is the question South
Dakota State graduate student Kathleen Poliski asked her
friend Norman.
Without hesitation, the
66-year-old Philadelphia native told her Rome, a place he’s
wanted to go since he was 12
years old.
Norman was born blind in
his right eye and over the course
of his life, his vision deteriorated. Despite a lifetime of struggle

he has remained “sweet, kind
and caring.”
Norman buys Christmas
gifts for his former bus driver,
supports a self-published magazine dedicated to saving the
lives of chickens and speaks fluent Italian.
“As he continued to speak
it broke my heart,” Poliski said.
“Who would he go with? I was
speechless because I knew the
answer: no one.”
Poliski met Norman two
years ago through a volunteer
program called Communicare
in Philadelphia. Little did she
know, it was the start of an extraordinary friendship.

After a couple months, Poliski decided it was up to her to
make his dream come true.
Along with her colleague
Skyler Jenkins, Poliski is planning to surprise Norman on
his 67th birthday with a trip to
Rome. The two are also co-directing the documentary “This
is Norman.”
The film will follow Norman
throughout the course of his
day, as well as fulfill Poliski’s requirement for her master’s degree in mass communications at
SDSU.

Continued to A7
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Denny Sanford recieved an award from the Horatio Alger Association in 2016 in recognition of his philanthropy. $30 million is the largest single gift they have received.

GARRETT AMMESMAKI
News Editor

SUBMITTED

Norman, 66, has struggled with blindness and retinal deterioration all his life, but despite difficulties remains a positive and
caring person. He is native to Philadelphia and dreams of taking a trip to Rome. SDSU graduate student Kathleen Poliski co-directs
and produces a documentary about his life.

South Dakota State will receive
$2.5 million in scholarships
from the Horatio Alger Association Endowment, following
a $30 million donation from
philanthropist T. Denny Sanford.
Starting in the 2019 academic year, SDSU will receive
$250,000 a year for the next 10
years in scholarships for Horatio Alger Scholars. SDSU is one
of seven South Dakota schools
to receive a portion of the endowment.
“We are immensely grateful
to Denny for his commitment
to our mission and his willingness to step forward with such a
magnificent gift,” said Matthew
Rose, president of the Horatio
Alger Association. “It is an act
of generosity that won’t soon be
forgotten.”
Sanford’s $30 million is the
largest single gift the nonprofit
has received in 71 years.

“This is a historic gift to the
association and one that will
benefit deserving young men
and women across this nation
for the next decade,” Rose said
in a press release.
Students can earn the scholarship two ways: there is an application process, or if they are
contacted by admissions as
meeting the criteria of a Horatio
Alger Scholar. Since the scholarship program was established
in 1984, the Horatio Alger Association has provided more
than $125 million to students in
need.
Sanford received an award
from the association in 2016 for
his philanthropy.
“The Association incorporates leaders from the business, entertainment and political communities,” Sanford said.
“Through the Association, I am
honored to be connected with
some of the most important and
impressive persons in the United States.”
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DAILY CRIME LOG
01.21.18
• 10:02 a.m. @ 8th St/14th
Ave. Underage Purchase
or Possession of Alcoholic
Beverages.
• 10:21 a.m. @ 1900 Block
University Blvd. DUI 1st;
Driving Without Headlights;
Fail to Maintain Financial
Responsibility.
• 9:48 a.m. @ 900 Block
Jackrabbit. Underage
Purchase or Possession of
Alcoholic Beverages.
• 8:28 a.m. @ Pierson
Hall. Underage Purchase
or Possession of Alcoholic
Beverages; False
Impersonation to Deceive
Law Enforcement; Display
or Represent Others
License as Your Own.
• 8:02 p.m. @ Ben Reifel
Hall. Petty Theft All Others
Less Than $400.
01.22.18
• 12:28 a.m. @ Pierson Hall.
Property Damage.
01.23.18
• 9:51 p.m. @ Meadows
North. Drug/Narc Violations.
01.24.18
• 1:10 p.m. @ Young Hall.
Arson/Fire.
• 7:52 p.m. @ Animal
Science Complex. Drug/
Narc Violations.
01.26.18
• 11:13 a.m. @ Hyde Arch.
Underage Purchase or
Possession of Alcoholic
Beverages.
01.27.18
• 3:32 a.m. @ 1405
Jackrabbit Ave. Intentional
Damage to Property $1000 - $100,000 - 1st
Degree Vandalism.
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SDSU titleholders continue to dominate
Miss South Dakota pageant each year
EMMA STAVNES
News Editor
Your next Miss South Dakota has a good chance of being
your former Miss SDSU. In fact,
more Miss SDSUs have become
Miss South Dakota than any
other titleholders in the state.
The Miss SDSU pageant is
important to present titleholders, former pageant winners,
community members and students because of how it has impacted their lives and given
them new opportunities.
Any interested contestant,
whether they are an SDSU student or not, can compete in the
pageant, held on campus every
November.
Winners of the competitions
go on to compete for Miss South
Dakota June 16 in Hot Springs.
Current Miss SDSU Sarah Scott is excited to take her
crown to Hot Springs.
Her responsibilities as Miss
SDSU include speaking out
about issues that are important
to the campus and community as well as making a statement
about an issue or organization
she is passionate about, referred
to as her “platform.”
“The most rewarding part is
getting to be a role model for so
many people,” Scott said.
Before becoming Miss
SDSU, Scott wanted to use her
experience as a dance instructor
and find a way to inspire other
young women.
She has turned her passion
for bodybuilding, fitness and
food into her platform “Food for
Thought.” Her platform works
to provide students with healthier lunch and snack options,
while also educating them about

the benefits of living a well-balanced lifestyle.
Miranda Mack, former Miss
SDSU and current Miss South
Dakota, also looks back fondly on her days as Miss SDSU titleholder.
“I was only Miss SDSU for
a few months, but it was a huge
deal for me,” she said.
Most of her family were
Jackrabbits, and because of their
shared love for the university, her time as Miss SDSU was
special to them too. Being Miss
SDSU also gave Mack the opportunity to perform at the Performing Arts Center, which was
momentous because of her passion for singing.
Mack believes the reason Miss SDSU titleholders repeatedly become the next Miss
South Dakota is because of the
quality of the contest and comSUBMITTED
petitors.
“The Miss SDSU pageant
Sarah Scott crowned Miss SDSU 2018 in November. She will compete for Miss South
has also been historically wellDakota in June in Hot Springs.
run and well-organized,” she
her inspirations for competing
ladies . . . and have the chance
said. “Which leads to good conin
pageants.
to grow in your talents and pastestant turnout, which makes
“I have seen how much of
sions,” she said.
for a more competitive pageant.”
an impact Miranda has had on
Many small towns do not
Mack is one of many women
her
community
and
the
state,
have
their own pageants, so for
who only held one local title beand
that
made
me
want
to
imthe
women
who still want to
fore going on to win Miss South
pact our community in a similar be a part of the pageant world,
Dakota.
way,” she said.
Miss SDSU is the perfect place
She then competed for the
Gervais
works
to
promote
to start.
Miss America title, and even
public health, exercise and
According to MissSD.org:
though she did not win, she still
healthy
eating
under
her
plat”Whether
you want to become
continues to work on her platform
as
Miss
Brookings.
She
a
doctor
or
a dancer, an accounform “Music for Life,” recruits
also helps raise money and
tant or an architect, the Miss
for and attends local pageants
awareness for the Children’s
South Dakota and Miss Ameriand acts as a role model for the
Miracle
Network.
ca organization’s have an opporyoung women of South Dakota.
She is passionate about entunity that will help bring you
Alongside Sarah Scott, Sacouraging
anyone
who
is
intercloser to achieving your goals.”
mantha Gervais, who is Miss
ested
in
competing
in
the
pagIf you or someone you know
Brookings, is one of the conteseant to push beyond their fear
is interested in competing, you
tants vying for Mack’s title this
and just go for it.
can go to MissSD.org for more
coming June.
“You
will
have
the
amazing
information.
Gervais cites Mack as one of
opportunity to meet other young

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED / SERVICES
OFFERED
Part-time job opening. Director
of STARS Program - a recreational, therapeutic horsemanship
program for individuals with a
disability in the Brookings Area.
April-Sept. Two year commitment
required. Visit https://sites.google.
com/site/brookingsareastarsprogram/ for job description
and more information. Applicant
deadline 2/23/2018.
FOR RENT
2 and 3 bedroom townhomes
with 2 baths for rent on the edge
of SDSU campus. Many amenities including off-street parking,
on-site laundry, dishwasher,
skylight, newer carpet. www.
skylightrentals.net (605) 6917612.

SUBMITTED

Miss South Dakota Miranda Mack (front and center) with former Miss South Dakota. Mack only held one local title before going on to be crowned Miss South Dakota.

Raising awareness key to ending
suicide, opioid addiction epidemic
DANA HESS
Community News Service
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PIERRE — During presentations about suicide and opioid
addiction, a legislative committee learned about the importance of public awareness.
Earlier this month, the
House Health and Human Services Committee heard from
representatives of the departments of Health and Social Services about those topics.
While opioid overdoses aren’t as prevalent in South Dakota as they are nationwide, the
state does have an ongoing suicide problem.
“Suicide is a pressing public
health issue,” said Department
of Health Secretary Kim Malsam-Rysdon.
Dr. Joshua Clayton, the state
epidemiologist, told the committee that South Dakota has

the 13th highest suicide rate in
the nation with a rate of 18.6
suicide deaths per 100,000 population. The U.S. suicide rate is
13.9 per 100,000. Two South
Dakota counties, Corson and
Todd, rank in the top one percent of the highest suicide rates
in the United States.
One of the keys to preventing suicide is to get communities involved, according to Department of Social Services Secretary Lynne Valenti. To that
end, the departments have developed suicide prevention toolkits for communities that include data, evidence-based prevention strategies and steps that
can be taken for a community-wide effort.
“Local communities really have to take leadership,” Malsam-Rysdon said, noting suicides may be specific to a particular community or to a specific

population in that community.
Rep. Wayne Steinhauer,
R-Hartford, chairman of the
House committee, asked how
the Legislature could help.
Rather than looking for
funding, Malsam-Rysdon said
the Legislature’s best role may
be in helping to raise awareness.
“There’s not a way to legislate our way out of this,” Malsam-Rysdon said.
Tom Martinec, a director
with the Department of Health,
told the committee that while
there were 20,000 opioid overdoses nationally in 2016, in
South Dakota there were 39 —
31 from overuse of prescription
medications and seven from use
of illicit opioids.
Martinec said the problems
in South Dakota are “not as pronounced as it is in other states.
There’s still a lot of opioid use in
South Dakota.”

In 2015 enough opioids
were prescribed in South Dakota, according to Martinec, to
medicate every person in the
state for 19 straight days.
Rep. Leslie Heinemann,
R-Flandreau was a proponent
of more public awareness about
what patients can expect as far
as pain control is concerned.
A dentist, Heinemann, said he
rarely prescribes opioids.
“We need to think about
how much we’re willing to tolerate,” Heinemann said about
pain. “Public awareness is so important.”
Martinec agreed, “There’s a
huge culture change with this issue that needs to happen.”
Advertisements from the
Centers for Disease Control will
soon start appearing in South
Dakota with a message about
ways to look at pain relief, Martinec said.
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Bott-Knutson named dean Marathon meeting: Senate’s
of Fishback Honors College debates run late into night
GARRETT AMMESMAKI
News Editor

Following a nation-wide search,
Rebecca Bott-Knutson has been
named dean of the Van D. and
Barbara B. Fishback Honors
College.
“This is a very exciting opportunity for me, both personally
and professionally,” Bott-Knutson said in a press release. “It is
rewarding to work with students
and faculty from every discipline
across campus and create a vibrant learning experience that
stretches each of us to learn new
things and to embrace diverse
perspectives, cultures and experiences.
Bott-Knutson has been interim dean for the college since July
2016, overseeing more than 800
students. She started the “What’s
Next?” program, which helps
prepare students for life after
graduation.
“Helping students reach their
greatest potential, become the
leaders of tomorrow and impact society is a driving force of
higher education and a key part
of the mission of South Dakota
State University and of the Fishback Honors College,” she said.

EMILY De WAARD
Editor-in-Chief
After four hours almost entirely consumed by debate over one
resolution, Students’ Association
adjourned their meeting around
11 p.m.
Resolution 17-12-R, added to
the agenda by Vice President Ally
Helms at the start of the meeting,
took up much of the night. It opposes House Bill 1073. Supporters of 17-12-R argued HB 1073 is
“extraordinarily unnecessary.”
Those in favor of HB 1073,
though,
argued it a welcome preSUBMITTED
Bott-Knutson began working ventive measure in protecting
First Amendment rights. Eventuat SDSU in 2009 as an associate professor. She has worked in ally, 17-12-R passed 20-7.
Resolutions 17-13-R and 17teaching, research and Extension
14-R were also added to the agenwithin the animal science department. Her efforts during the da at the start of the meeting,
but the body waived first readpast year as interim dean have
ings of these items and adjourned
resulted in the largest graduatthe meeting, so they were not ading class from Honors College.
dressed.
“Rebecca embraced the
17-13-R opposes Senate Bill
role of dean on an interim ba103,
which intends to inhibit illesis and continued that momengal
aliens
from attending public
tum, while also separating herself during a very competitive in- institutions of higher education
and prevent them from obtainterview process,” said Dennis
ing in-state financial assistance.
Hedge, provost and vice presi17-14-R opposes House Bill 1122,
dent of academic affairs.
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(Left to right) Allison Pauley, Baylee Dittman and Ryan Sailors swearing in as At-Large
senators at the Jan. 29 Students’ Association meeting.

which intends to require tuition
and other fee increases to be approved by Legislature before being officially set by the Board of
Regents.
SA approved three other resolutions: 17-09-R, 17-10-R and 1711-R. 17-11-R passed unanimously, showing SA’s support of the
new precision agriculture facility.
17-09-R shows support for a
Parking Services representative
to join the Campus Planning and
Design Committee so parking usage, accessibility and overall convenience will be considered before future construction projects

break ground.
17-10-R supports Parking Services in their hope to collect compensation from large organization who use campus parking
lots for events to help with upkeep and maintenance of campus
parking.
Senate swore in three AtLarge senators and heard from
James Johnson, distinguished
professor emeritus, who served as
SA’s adviser for 18 years.
The next meeting will be at 7
p.m. Monday, Feb. 6 in the Lewis
and Clark room of The Union.

your loved ones.”
Money isn’t always a driving factor in the decision to settle
a lawsuit, Tieszen said. That decision is often driven by how it’s
going to affect people’s lives.
“A lot of times it’s real personal stuff,” Tieszen said.
Drew Duncan, a lobbyist representing Heartland Consumer Power District in Madison,
said his client not only provides
power but acts as a pass-through
agency for loans. Should a customer default on a loan, under
SB84 the terms would become
public.

“There is very limited public
benefit in that,” Duncan said.
Sen. Craig Kennedy, D-Yankton, a former trial lawyer, said he
didn’t share the concerns of the
bill’s opponents.
“A typical settlement agreement does not go into details,”
Kennedy said. “This concern that
we’re disclosing all sorts of personal information to the public is
overstated.”
The bill passed through the
committee on a 5-2 vote and now
goes to the full Senate.

Transparency sought in state government lawsuits
DANA HESS
Community News Service

PIERRE — During the current legislative session, lawmakers will need to decide how much
transparency state government
should tolerate when it comes to
reporting the outcome of court
cases.
SB84 calls for the outcome of
cases involving the state to forego confidentiality agreements.
The outcome would be a public
record. This applies to the identities of the parties involved in the
court case, the legal claim made

Lobbyist Bill Van Camp, representing the South Dakota Retailers, said there were times
when the business decision to
settle a lawsuit was best handled
with confidentiality.
“It will have a chilling effect
on a business decision to settle,”
Van Camp said of SB84, noting
that confidentiality provides efficiencies for the court system, the
state and businesses.
Dick Tieszen, representing
the Associated School Boards of
South Dakota, said more transparency always sounds great “unless its being applied to you and

in the case, any payments made
or actions taken by the government to settle the case.
“I sense an increasing need
by the people of South Dakota for
transparency,” said Sen. Arthur
Rusch, R-Vermillion. “If public money is involved, the public
should know what’s going on.”
Rusch said he was sure opponents of the bill would say that
not being able to use confidentiality agreements would make
lawsuits tougher to settle. His response: “So be it. Public disclosure is the main thing we need to
address.”
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row, column and box
must contain the numbers 1 to 9.
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6
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4
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8
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3
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5
1
2 9 6
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Sudoku Solution

6 3 2 8 9 5 7 1 4

Across

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

12
13
1 Sitter’s headache 11
5 Psyches
16
17
18
8 FBI employee
19
20
(Abbr.)
11 Swiss river
26
22
23
24
25
12 “The Matrix”
28
29
27
hero
13 Prospector’s deed
34
35
31
32
33
16 Olympic athletes
18 Painter Matisse
37
38
39
19 Muffin topper
43
44
45
46
20 Ohio team
22 Voracious fish
50
51
52
47
48
49
26 Sub detector
57
58
54
55
56
27 Will Smith title
role
62
60
61
28 Extended family
63
64
30 ___ and outs
31 Fertilizer
68
69
ingredient
34 Risk
71
72
37 Colossus of
Copyright ©2018 PuzzleJunction.com
Rhodes, e.g.
17 ___ vapeur
71 Harden
45
39 Kings and
72 Latin foot
(steamed)
47
queens, e.g.
20 Newborn
73 Gym set
48
43 ___ of roses
21 AARP members 49
46 Staircase post
Down
22 Prohibits
51
47 Porker
23 Hopped off
50 Surrealist Max
1 Capture
24 Comic Rudner
52
53 Happy ___ lark
25 Quick swim
2 Sunbeam
54 Maxim
3 Coat part
29 Be off base
55
57 Disaster
4 Pavarotti, notably 32 Capt.’s guess
56
60 Web site link
33 Groove
5 Bug
58
62 Woodwind
6 Roundabout way
35 Charge carrier
59
63 Blazing
36 Strong cleanser
7 Plea at sea
64 Lucrative
8 Stomach woe
38 Fr. summer
61
opportunity
9 Secluded valleys
40 Out of town
64
68 Stalin’s
10 Argentine dance
41 Minus
65
predecessor
14 Tehran native
42 Bridge feat
66
69 Epoch
44 Curved shape
67
70 “Exodus” author 15 North Italian city

Pu

10
14

15

21

30
36
40

41

42

66

67

53
59

65
70
73

Genetic inits.
Scorecard number
Utopian
Faux pas
Moe or Curly,
e.g.
After coffee and
pool
Beams
Ghostlike
Trawler’s catch
Large-eyed
primate
Shipped
Mountain pass
Intense anger
Puppy’s bite
Road curve

Find the answers in the extras section of sdsucollegian.com
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JACKS
TAKE FLIGHT
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Enrollment, job placement soars in state’s only aviation program
SYDNEY WOOD
Reporter

H

umankind has always
been captivated with
flight. You can find that
same enthusiasm in the students
studying aviation at South Dakota State University.
SDSU is home to the only accredited aviation program in the
state. Cody Christensen, the assistant professor and program
coordinator, said it has been successful with 100 percent job
placement after graduation.
As of fall 2017, the three-year
program is comprised of 98 fulltime students. Upon graduation,
students will be certified as a
flight instructor, a flight instructor instrument and a multi-engine flight instructor.
Students should not expect
to enter this major and immediately jump into a plane and start
flying, though. Ground school
and general education courses

must be completed to gain the
required experience before beginning to fly. Ground school is
when students are taught basic information regarding the
plane and how it’s flown before moving on to flying it themselves.
The year before students begin to fly is essential.
“It is important that a student takes time to become acclimated to college life and for
them to decide if they are ready
to make the commitment to the
major itself,” Christensen said.
First-year students don’t
seem to mind this waiting period, though.
“I’ve enjoyed just getting my
feet wet this year with ground
school, and I am very excited to
get into flying next semester,”
said Pakstin Nelson, a first-year
aviation student.
A first-year student can expect to have around two to three
classes involving aviation per se-

mester, the rest of their schedule
is made up of general courses.
Sophomore Kalley Diercks
said flying is the best part of the
program and she’s been itching
to do it since beginning her aviation education.
“This semester I just started being able to fly a Cessna-172
Skyhawk by myself … flying solo
is my favorite major related experience so far,” Diercks said.
This program comes with a
$140,000 price tag, making it
one of the most expensive majors on campus. $72,000 alone
is dedicated to program expenses like airplane maintenance,
fuel, check rides and instructors.
According to SDSU’s aviation home page, “Recent graduates of the program were initially employed as flight instructors in the Midwest and East
Coast. Within one year of graduation, our graduates worked
as corporate pilots, profession-

al flight instructors and freight
pilots, flying high-performance
piston, turboprop and jet aircrafts.”
There are multiple career opportunities for graduates, ranging from being a pilot in the military to flying commercial airlines. Christensen said the income of a pilot varies based on
what specific field they choose,
but, on average, after graduation students can expect to earn
$55,000 to $65,000 a year.
There are some unique benefits of being employed as a commercial pilot. Normally the pilots, their family and other
guests are given free airfare.
A large component to success
in the major is mental ability.
“Students that truly excel in
the program display grit and tenacity,” Christensen said. “The
leadership and teamwork skills
are half the battle when it comes
to being a pilot.”
Leadership is a recommend-

ed minor for students. By completing the minor, Christensen
said students will have more opportunities to acquire the skills
and abilities they need to serve
as competent leaders post-graduation.
The aviation major has
one affiliated club called Flying Jacks. The club coordinates
numerous events for students
throughout the year, and takes
career specific trips to further
expose members to what their
future could look like. The club
is having their annual fly in pancake breakfast April 14 at the
Brookings Regional Airport. It
is open to students of any major.
A fly in is a pre-arranged gathering of aircrafts, pilots and passengers for recreational and social purposes.
SDSU’s aviation program
carries on the tradition of the
long-standing fascination found
in aviation. There are plenty of
opportunities to get involved.

‘Capers Takes a Holiday’ puts new spin on tradition
HALEY HALVORSON
Lifestyles Editor
After 73 years of Capers has
earned a celebration, which
is why this year’s Capers was
named “Capers Takes a Holiday.”
The second-longest tradition
at South Dakota State, Capers is
put on entirely by students, including members of Alpha Psi
Omega.
This year’s theme came from
members of APO who wanted to
show to something that would
easily understood to someone
outside of SDSU.
All of the obvious holidays
like Easter, Valentine’s Day, and
Hobo Day were prominent in
the production, but there were
also some lesser-known holidays
like Work Naked Day, Talk Like
a Pirate Day and “4/20” worked
into the show.
It took multiple members of
APO to come up with the script,
including Alex Garcia, a junior
theatre major, president of Alpha Psi Omega and artistic director of Capers. He oversaw everything throughout the production process.
“I was the face of it really, to
the people in the show,” he said.
“I would talk to them every night
and let them know what was going on.”
Auditions for Capers were
in December and the first two
weeks back from break were
spent rehearsing up until opening night.
Many students who participated last year came for this
year’s show.
“Within the show, there were
about 105 students, and 20 people on our side who ran the
show,” he said. “It’s a little smaller than last year … but this is one
of best groups I’ve been around
in my three years doing it.”
It was the first time performing on stage for freshman exer-

cise science major Ethan Reetz.
Reetz was talked into auditioning by friends in his residence hall, different community
assistants and members of APO.
His favorite part of joining
Capers was the practices, making new friends and getting the
chance to entertain other people.
Being involved with Capers
does come with its challenges,
though.
“Not knowing who is in the
audience can be nerve-wracking,
but once you or other people get
the audience laughing you feel
comfortable with it and that’s a
great feeling,” Reetz said.
During Capers, various covers of popular songs are performed. Some of the songs covered this year included “True
Colors,” “For Your Entertainment” and “Unsteady.”
Most music includes dance
numbers as well.
“The dances this year, I
think, are incredible,” Garcia
said. “We have people who have
been taking dance classes and
have been doing this for years,
and have created these interesting and fun to watch dances.”
Senior agricultural business
major Sarah Schoon joined Capers for the first time this year to
spend time with her sorority sisters and further her love of theatre.
“You do not need to have theatre experience,” Schoon said. “It
is a great way to get involved in
the theater department. If you
are on the fence about joining,
just try out.”
According to Schoon, Capers
is an amazing experience where
you will make new friends and
great memories.
“It is a great production,
the directors and APO members work hard to put together
a wonderful show that everyone
will surely enjoy,” she said.

Jenny Nguyen • The Collegian

The cast of Capers rehearse the sixth dance routine in Doner Auditorium Wednesday, Jan. 17. Capers was held in Doner
Auditorium Jan. 23 through Jan. 27. The theme this year is Capers Takes A Holiday, with holidays like Christmas, Easter
and Valentine’s Day.

Jenny Nguyen • The Collegian

Capers cast members rehearse the first skit of the show, which involves not knowing what a holiday it is in Doner Auditorium on Jan. 17.
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‘Maze Runner: The Death Cure:’ strong(ish) end for film trilogy
Movie night
with Ian Lack

Editor’s Note: The grading
system used here is similar to
the 10-point scale used in SDSU
courses.

GRADE: C+

Young adult sci-fi novels peaked
with “The Hunger Games” trilogy. Past that point, everything
has been a bit downhill.
We’ve had “Divergent,” “Mortal Instruments” and now “Maze
Runner” all try to make bids
for successful film franchises. Hollywood saw the cash to
be mined from teens who loved
those books when “The Hunger
Games” made it big. Unfortunately, we’ve now exhausted ourselves of worthy, adolescent pulp
fiction adapted to the big screen.
“The Death Cure” seems to be
the last of its kind.
For what it’s worth, “Death

Cure” is a decent attempt at a finale for a trilogy that started off
as a mess. The enticing action
and tight storyline more than
make up for the subpar characters in the film, making this final
film in “The Maze Runner” trilogy at least worth the price of a
matinee ticket.
The first “Maze Runner” film
came out in 2014, followed by
“The Scorch Trials” in 2015. So
why the long wait for the final
installment? A serious injury for
the film’s lead, Dylan O’Brien,
on the set of “Death Cure” halted
the film’s production.
But this film sees O’Brien in
top form and out of the maze of
the first film, battling against an
evil corporation appropriately
named WCKD. The movie is set
in a dystopian world that’s been
burnt to a crisp by solar flares
and ravaged by a zombie virus. WCKD and its well-dressed
evil-doers seek to use our heroes
and their immune systems to
synthesize a cure for the virus.
The movie opens with a

fun chase sequence that’s set
on the railway of a high-speed
train, reminiscent of something
you’d see in “Mad Max.” Thomas (O’Brien) and company are
trying to free the last of their
friends from WCKD. But they
find they’ll have to venture into
the last city still standing in their
post-apocalyptic world if they’re
to save all of them.
Their quest provides great
forward momentum for the film
and provides the heroes with
plenty of action from futuristic gunfights, zombie hordes and
explosions.
The one place this film truly does fail is character development. At no point watching the
film did I ever feel like I’d truly lose something if one of the
characters died — which does
eventually happen.
The culprit here is bad writing. There are no real moments
where the characters are allowed to just breathe and experience something unrelated to the
conflict, to remind the viewers

Photo courtesy of 20th Century Fox

Dylan O’Brien stars as Thomas, an escaped test subject used to find a cure for a deadly
zombie virus, in “Maze Runner: The Death Cure.” O’Brien was injured during the shooting of the film, halting production and delaying the film’s release. “The Death Cure”
opened number one at the box office last weekend with $23.5 million.

who is fighting and what they’re
fighting for. This mistake is coupled with the fact that we haven’t seen these characters in almost three years and any minor
progression they may have had
goes virtually unnoticed.
But with “Death Cure,” we
not only have a conclusion to a
trilogy of films but of an era: one

where young adult fiction novels got multimillion-dollar big
screen adaptations. Whether or
not that’s a good thing is up to
you, but as for this film, it’s a bit
of a mixed bag.
Ian Lack is a reporter at The
Collegian and can be reached at
ilack@sdsucollegian.com.

Jack’s Weekly

Horoscopes
Aries

It looks to be an
emotional week
Jackrabbit, take some
time to recharge.

Libra

Other bunnies might
be moving in and out of
your circle, but be open
to new things.

Taurus

Not seeing eye-to-eye
with somebunny can
make this week a little
difficult.

Scorpio

You’ve been in the
spotlight lately, but an
issue with somebunny
might affect that.

Gemini

Leo

An unexpected
opportunity hops into
view which brings some
good news.

This week brings
financial problems to
the surface, spend your
Hobo Dough wisely.

There is a change with
another Jackrabbit,
think about whether
this can be good or bad.

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

An event this week brings
you and somebunny else
closer together.

A fellow rabbit will
bring you fascinating
news this week.

This week’s plans are
thrown down the rabbit
hole, but a better option
will show up.

is hiring!
REPORTERS
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Stop by our office
in the lower level
of the Union
(Room 069)
to pick up
an application.

Cancer

Virgo

You’ve been super busy
this week. Time to figure
out how to lighten your
schedule.

Pisces

You’ll have a boost of
energy this week, take a
fellow Jackrabbit on an
adventure.
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Equality can’t
be selective

Editorial

BRIANNA SCHREURS
Managing Editor
Life is not a question of circumstance.
Last week, South Dakota
State clubs, like the SDSU Feminist Equality Movement and
SDSU Democrats, marched the
streets of Sioux Falls for equality for all.
Jan. 19, a day before The
Women’s March, in Washington
D.C., another SDSU club took
the streets for a similar reason.
Around 50 students in SDSU
Jacks for Life joined tens of thousands other marchers at the 45th
annual March for Life, which is
the largest anti-abortion rally in
the United States.
The Women’s March and The
March for Life call for the same
thing at the core: valuing human
life.
Being against abortion practices is more than just a political stance, it’s a call to care for
all humankind no matter what
background they have, what
opinions they hold or what stage
of life they are in.
Because we were born, we
have an inherent value and
worth.
But when we deem anyone
unworthy of life or disposable, all
life becomes disposable.
When it is understood that
life should be protected at all
costs, life becomes dignified.
You don’t compare others by
their skills or what they can do
for you. Love and respect don’t
have to be earned when everyone stands on equal footing and
see each other more clearly. We
don’t worry about insecurities
or experience jealousy when life
is looked through this lense of
equality.
Both marches remind us
of this. We earned our right to
equality the moment we came
into existence, and nobody
should be able to take either of
those opportunities away from
us.

Issue:

Students’ Association passed Resolution 17-12-R
without gaining constituent opinions first.

L

ast week, The Collegian Editorial Board
opposed South Dakota House Bill 1073.This
week, South Dakota State University Students’ Association
passed Resolution 17-12-R with
a 20-7 vote opposing the same
bill.
Except there’s an issue with
this.
The Collegian Editorial
Board can freely take a stance
on issues without consulting the
student body.
Students’ Association can
not.
The sponsors of the resolution wanted to pass it quickly to
have a chance to lobby against
HB1073 at the South Dakota
House Judiciary Committee on
Friday. But the resolution was
added to the agenda at the beginning of the meeting — before
most senators could be educated
and form an opinion to debate it
properly.

What’s worse is in the meeting agenda sent with “The Rabbit Report” Monday morning,
the resolution wasn’t included, so students were unaware
and didn’t have a chance to voice
their opinions to their senator.
While there were good intentions with this resolution, the
presentation was poorly executed and hurt SA’s senator-student
transparency. This resolution is
too important to slide onto the
agenda last minute.
HB1073 concerns the protection of free speech on college
campuses, something that affects all students, who should
have an opportunity to weigh in
and consider.
We agree with what Sen. Irakoze Naftari said, “You have to
listen to those people you serve
before you move forward.”
Even Sen. Ryan Sailors, who
had researched HB1073 on his
own, agreed that more time to
get informed and talk with con-

stituents would have been beneficial for senators.
When multiple senators in a
meeting speak up and agree they
don’t have enough information
to vote on a resolution, it should
be postponed definitely.
Overall, the sudden presentation of this resolution undermines SA’s transparency to students and raises concerns from
The Collegian,Editorial Board.
If SA isn’t being transparent with its student body,or its
own body, and actively seeking
to represent the students to the
best of their ability, then it becomes an issue of integrity.
We applaud the senators
who spoke up about wanting to
consult their constituents before voting and the senators who
moved to postpone the resolution.
The Editorial Board urges
all SA senators to always keep in
mind that it is their responsibility to put student voices first.

Stance:

SA senators should always be transparent with
constituents and communicate with them before voting.
The Collegian Editorial Board meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the
editorial. The editorial represents the opinion of The Collegian.

Brianna Schreurs is the Managing
Editor at The Collegian
and can be reached at
bschreurs@sdsucollegian.com.
edu.

Michigan State needs to step up, be accountable
NATALIE HILDEN
Opinion Editor
Former U.S.A. Gymnastics and
Michigan State University sports
doctor Larry Nassar will spend
the rest of his life behind bars
for his sexual assault of more
than 150 Olympic and collegiate
athletes.
The sentence came after 17
days of brave, powerful testimonies from 156 of Nassar’s victims. Even though his punishment has been dealt, his actions
will leave scars on not only the
survivors, but the organizations
in which Nassar held positions
of power.
There are many people at
fault in this situation.
Many of the women who
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came forward claiming to have
been abused by Nassar say they
were pushed aside and ignored
when they initially spoke out.
U.S.A. Gymnastics, the U.S.
Olympic Council (USOC) and
Michigan State University belittled its athletes’ claims for nearly
two decades.
That means years of not following up on complaints, failed
attempts to supervise Nassar
and blatant ignorance of rejecting painful claims made by numerous athletes.
These organizations protected an abuser from the consequences he deserved, and ultimately failed their athletes
whose well-being should be a
top priority of university leadership.
Nassar’s time facing public
ridicule may be over, but it is important we all continue to shed
light on these organizations that
enabled his disgusting actions.
When situations seem dark
and unforgivable, hope can be
The Collegian is the
independent student
newspaper at South
Dakota State University
in Brookings, S.D.
The Collegian is
published by and for
South Dakota State
University students
under the First
Amendment guarantees

of free speech and a
free press.
Opinions expressed on
these pages are not
necessarily those of the
student body, faculty,
staff or administration.
The Collegian is
published weekly on
Wednesday during the
academic year of SDSU.

found. In situations like this,
these failures must be accepted
and used to grow and improve
the organization in the future.
Something like this should never
be overlooked again.
USOC CEO Scott Blackmun
has since released an appropriate statement taking responsibility for failing to provide a safe
community for their athletes.
“The purpose of this message is to tell all of Nassar’s victims and survivors, directly, how
incredibly sorry we are,” Blackmun wrote. “We have said it in
other contexts, but we have not
been direct enough with you. We
are sorry for the pain caused by
this terrible man and sorry that
you weren’t afforded a safe opportunity to pursue your sports
dreams.”
It is undeniable that the root
of this problem has yet to be
brought to justice.
Michigan State’s president
and athletic director has stepped
down, but other authority fig-

Emily De Waard Brianna Schreurs
Editor-in-Chief

Managing Editor

ures have been defensive and in
denial about sexual assaults being swept under the carpet like
they were, according to the New
York Daily News.
The university has continuously been out of touch on how
to handle the mess they let so
easily be ignored when the issues were most prominent.
Enablers are secondhand
abusers.
MSU president Lou Anna K.
Simon initially put out a callous
apology for the effects of Nassar’s abuse on the victims from
MSU.
“I am truly sorry for the
abuse you suffered, the pain it
caused and the pain it continues
to cause today. I’m sorry a physician who called himself a Spartan so utterly betrayed your trust
and everything this university
stands for.”
Her apology was not authentic and had no culpability whatsoever. Her reply added more
fuel to the fire burning in the de-
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mands of the public for her resignation. Simon resigned from
her position of authority after
Nassar’s final sentencing.
These issues go way beyond
the legal implications MSU may
face. Students are the heart of
a university and never deserve
to be treated as inhumanely as
Nassar’s victims were. Their
voice needs to be heard when it
comes time to make decisions on
the changes to come.
The fix begins with MSU accepting their failure and taking responsibility for enabling a
predator like Nassar to do what
he did. MSU’s leadership —
whatever that looks like in the
months ahead — must help others realize that the university is
the heart of a community, beyond the confines of its campus.
Natalie Hilden is the Opinion
Editor for The Collegian and
can be reached at nhilden@
sdsucollegian.com.

Letters to the Editor
Send letters
to letters@
sdsucollegian.com or
to USU 069 Box 2815,
Brookings, S.D. 57006.
You can also post
comments online at
www.sdsucollegian.
com. Please keep to
less than 250 words.

Main line: 605.688.6164
Newsroom: 605.688.6166
Editor-in-Chief: 605.688.6178
Email: news@sdsucollegian.com
sdsuadvertising@gmail.com
Twitter: @sdsucollegian,
@collegian_live;
@CollegianSports
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>> HACKED
Continued from A1
Elements of Microsoft Office
365 have security algorithms already in place to keep the email
server safe.
Despite the precautions put
in place, emails still have a tendency to get through and students fall victim to attacks.
Eric Mette, computer support specialist, says five to 10
people come per week to get
help for cybersecurity issues.

“It’s the number one thing we
see,” Mette said.
While many issues do arise,
being aware of downloads and
incoming emails helps when trying to avoid cyberthreats.
“Be careful with the sites
you’re visiting,” Mette said.
“I don’t open as many
(emails) from people I don’t
know,” Anderson said. “I usually ask if one of my friends got the
same email. I delete a lot more
and definitely keep a better eye
on it.”

How to spot a fake email:
•
•
•
•
•

The message contains a mismatched URL
URLSs have a misleading domain name
The message contains poor spelling and grammar
The message asks for personal information
Email has a sense of urgency

>> NORMAN
Continued from A1
“While getting Norman to Italy is extremely important, we
are going to spend February and
March really focused on the documentary as a whole,” Poliski
said. “Which will highlight Norman’s day to day life and the difficulties that sometimes come
along with being blind and living
alone in the city.”
To fund the trip, they started an Indiegogo campaign
called “Let’s get Norman to Italy,” meant to make Norman’s lifelong dream a reality.
“The project has had such an
amazing response,” Poliski said.
“We raised $4,000 in four days
and we’ve been continually getting donations ever since launching on Jan. 10.”
“From the beginning I didn’t

know what I was getting myself
into, each visit snowballed. We
had so many things in common,”
Poliski said.
Despite the 40 year age gap,
the two developed a fast friendship. Norman even refers to her
as his “little sister.”
“We both love red wine and
Italian food,” Poliski said. “He
will check on me when I’m sick,
even when my best friends are
like ‘You’ll be okay,’ he’ll text me
and say ‘Can I bring you some
soup?’”
The Indiegogo campaign
made $4,000 in four days, and
Poliski is certain they will either hit their goal of $8,100 or
at least come close. It’s a flexible goal, so even if they don’t hit
their projected amount, they will
still keep the donations.
Any donations over the
$8,100 goal will be donated to
Communicare.
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Fit for job: Ag & Bio instructors work,
teach in fields of their surnames
KATIE BERNDT
Reporter
There’s nothing better than feeling like an ideal fit for a job; but
for some professors in the College of Agriculture and Biological Sciences, the position suits
more than just their qualifications.
Throughout the college, professors can be found with names
reflecting their field of study.
Merriam-Webster defines
these coincidences as aptronyms, meaning a person’s name
mirrors their profession.
A prime example is Brent
Turnipseed, a professor in the
Department of Agronomy, Horticulture and Plant Science. Turnipseed is also the manager at
the South Dakota State seed
testing lab and said he often
has to assure people it’s his real
name.
When he applied for his job
at SDSU his application was
thrown out at first.
“Somebody actually made a
phone call to Mississippi State to
find out if I really existed,” Turnipseed said.
Sometimes a family history is responsible for the suitable
occupation. David Graper, who
also works in the Department
of Agronomy, Horticulture and
Plant Science, said his mother was one of his biggest influencers.
“I’ve always been a plant
geek and loved horticulture ever
since I was a little kid,” Graper said. “My older brother would
be out in the fields working with
my dad and my grandpa, and I
would be home with my mom
working in the garden and har-

vesting vegetables and planting
flowers.”
For some surnames, the association we make with it is the
same across languages. Turnipseed’s last name is translated directly from the original German, although he said some people translate it as “rutabaga” or
“grape seed.”
However, in many cases, the
name’s origin has nothing to do
with what we relate to it. The
name “Graper” actually means
“container.”
“It doesn’t have anything to
do with grapes, other than maybe something to do with wine
barrels or bottles,” Graper said.
The name connection isn’t
always noticed by everyone.
Graper said he often wonders if
students ever take note of it, but
thought it might be more obvious if he actually did work with
grapes.
Even when students may
catch on, most shy away from
making jokes or comments.
Whether it be out of fear or re-

spect, professors said they don’t
usually hear any student observations on their unique names.
A common theme among all
the professors is a fierce passion
for their discipline, both in their
past careers and during their
time at SDSU. Like many others, soil science professor David
Clay’s enthusiasm for his work
stems from a desire to help the
farming community.
“When I got into soils it was
during the 1970s and at that
point, the environmental groups
were very active,” Clay said. “I
thought they were missing a critical piece of how do we integrate
our farmers and our land managers into that process.”
After more than 27 years at
SDSU and being teased for his
last name, Turnipseed said the
best strategy is to have a good
sense of humor.
“I’ve always been given a
hard time about it,” he said. “I
don’t think much about it; you
have to have a sense of humor.”

Ironic instructor names: College of Ag & Bio
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Brent Turnipseed: Professor of Plant Science
David Graper: Professor and Extension Specialist,
Commerical Horticulture
David Clay: Professor of Soil Science
Kyle Grubbs: Professors of Meat Science
Sharon Clay: Professor of Horticulture
Douglas Prairie: Instructor of Agricultural and
Biosystems Engineering
Anne Fennell: Professor of Agronomy, Horticulture
and Plant Science

Daugaard weighs in on challenges successor will face
DANA HESS
Community News Service
PIERRE — The next governor
of South Dakota will face challenges brought on by a proliferation of laws, a poorly focused educational system and river pollution.
Gov. Dennis Daugaard, in
the last year of his last term,
shared his ideas about the challenges his successor will face
when he met with newspaper
editors and publishers as part of
Newspaper Day at the Legislature. The event is sponsored by
the South Dakota Newspaper
Association.
Daugaard said he was happy
that some legislators have presented bills designed to streamline South Dakota laws. He
said the state should be vigilant
about how many laws it enacts
and not follow the example of
the federal government.
“There is no one in the federal government who comprehends the breadth of the law,”
Daugaard said.
The governor said he regretted not realizing until late in his
last term that an education system set up to send students to a
four-year college doesn’t serve
the best interests of many students.
“A four-year degree is not the
path that’s successful for most of
our students,” Daugaard said.
Another late realization was
the state of some of South Dakota’s rivers that have been polluted by silt run off.

“We’ve got some rivers,
they’re in bad shape,” Daugaard
said.
In a wide ranging news conference, the governor also discussed:
Internet sales tax
Daugaard said he has no idea
how much money will be coming to the state if it wins its Supreme Court case regarding the
remittance of sales tax on internet sales.
When South Dakota passed
the law that’s being challenged
in the high court—requiring Internet businesses to register with
the state and remit sale tax—
about 100 businesses signed up
to pay sales tax.
“We know we’re collecting
some of the internet sales,” Daugaard said.
If the state should win its
case and sales taxes are paid
on all internet sales, Daugaard
said the first $20 million in extra funding would be used to reduce the state sales tax by a 10th
of a cent. The next $20 million
would reduce the state sales tax
by another 10th of a cent.
Medicaid work requirements
Daugaard has proposed a
work requirement for able-bodied people on Medicaid.
“I’ve always wanted a work
requirement,” Daugaard said.
“Those who can work, should.”
Of the 120,000 people on
Medicaid in the state, Daugaard
estimated that the work require-

ment would apply to only about
2,000 low-income parents.
“It’s not a large group,” Daugaard said.
He said a voluntary program
will start on July 1 to help those
Medicaid recipients find jobs or
training.
Executive branch vs. Legislature
As a former legislator and a
two-term governor, Daugaard
has worked in the legislative and
executive branches. Asked if the
executive branch had too much
power, Daugaard said any governor who became “too autocratic”
would face the wrath of a Legislature that would likely be able
to muster enough votes to override a veto.
The governor said a parttime, citizen Legislature, like the
one in South Dakota, is good for
the state.
“I think you stay closer to the
people of your district,” Daugaard said.
Helping meth addicts
Daugaard said the state is responding to the meth epidemic
with more treatment options.
“I do think we are seeing more treatment availability,” Daugaard said, noting a substance abuse benefit will be added to Medicaid.
“We’re going to change that,”
Daugaard said. “We’re going to
change that this year.”
Legal notices
Two bills offered during this

Photo Courtesy of South Dakota Newspaper Association

Gov. Dennis Daugaard addressed newspaper publishers and editors at Newspaper Day
in Pierre, sponsored by the South Dakota Newspaper Association.

session of the Legislature seek
to move public notices out of
smaller newspapers and allow
them to be published on the internet.
Daugaard said he would oppose those bills, noting his opposition to such bills in the past.
“Many of our citizens don’t
access news through the internet,” Daugaard said.
Newspaper editors and publishers in attendance burst into
applause when Daugaard said if
the legislation reached his desk
he would veto it.

Plans for retirement
Daugaard, who will be 65 in
June, said he has no firm plans
for retirement, other than refusing all offers right after he leaves
office.
After 22 years in government
Daugaard said, “For six months I
plan to do nothing.”
He knows he’ll be spending
more time with his five grandchildren. He also said he’s done
with politics.
“I plan on no further political
office,” Daugaard said.

Right to work worthiness earns Senate debate, endorsement
DANA HESS
Community News Service
PIERRE — A Senate resolution
endorsing the right to work provision of the South Dakota Constitution and the Labor Management Relations Act that prohibits forced union membership led
to a debate about the worth of
resolutions and meaning of the

right to work.
Resolutions don’t have the
weight of law but are open for
debate and offer an insight into
the views of the Legislature.
Sen. Jim Bolin, R-Canton,
offered the resolution on Monday. “The right to work concept
is important in our state,” Bolin
said, noting that today’s U.S.
Congress could learn from the

bipartisan manner in which the
Labor Management Relations
Act was passed.
The worth of such a resolution was questioned by Sen. Troy
Heinert, D-Mission. “I don’t believe this is an issue right now,”
Heinert said.
The right to work was a misnomer, according to Sen. Reynold Nesiba, D-Sioux Falls, who

said federal law prohibits workers from being forced to join a
union. Right to work provisions
keep workers from organizing,
Nesiba said.
“They tilt the balance of
power to big corporations,” Nesiba said.
The right to work may be
connected to two recurring
themes in the Legislature, work-

force development and budget shortages. Nesiba noted that
workers in right to work states
make, on average, $1,500 less
than workers in other states.
Multiplying $1,500 by
400,000 workers in the state
equals $600 million in additional wages, Nesiba said.
The resolution was endorsed
on a 28-5 vote.

Sports
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Bono: man behind rise of Jackrabbit wrestling
TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter

I

ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian

n 1996, Chris Bono won a
National Championship for
Iowa State.
Flash forward 22 years and
he’s the head wrestling coach at
South Dakota State, where he
has transformed the Jackrabbits
into a prominent program.
The Jackrabbits are having
arguably their
best season in
program history.
They are ranked No.
12 in the country, their
highest ranking ever, and are
undefeated in the Big 12.
Bono wasn’t always going to
be the head coach for the Jacks
and the engineer for the program rebuild, it was a long road
for him that took many turns.
After wrestling for 28 years,
Bono decided that he wanted to
coach, so he became an assistant
at his alma mater, ISU.
Bono was at ISU for nine
years before he decided it was
time to become a head coach.
So, he went to Tennessee in
2007 to coach at the University
of Tennessee at Chattanooga.
“It was very similar to here
[SDSU],” Bono said. “We had to
raise a lot of money, we had to
recruit really hard because the
state of Tennessee wasn’t real
good at wrestling.”
When Bono took over the
program, UTC had only seen
modest success. The year before Bono took over, UTC went
16-8-1.
In 2007, his first season,
Bono delivered a 16-1 record
throughout the season and led
nine wrestlers to the NCAA
Championships. Bono continued
coaching at Chattanooga until
2009.
Then, in 2010, his alma mater, Iowa State called and Bono
couldn’t resist. He returned
again to Ames, Iowa for a year as
an assistant head coach, but was
unable to mesh with the coaching staff.
“It was a bad decision,” he
said. “When you are the num-

ber one man, you never want to
go back to being the number two
guy.”
After one season, he resigned and took a job with
Stryker, a medical equipment
company to provide for his family.
“I had too many disappointments in my years from the
sport.” Bono said. “I wanted to
be home every night and on the
weekends.”
It turned out Bono couldn’t
sell medical equipment quite
as effectively as he could sell a
wrestling program to recruits.
“When you put your head
down at night, you know where
you want to be and for me it was
always getting back into wrestling,” Bono said.
As chance would have it, the
head coach position at SDSU
opened in 2012 after the resignation of then head coach Jason Liles. Bono was the first to
have his resume in. Before long,
he had an interview and was offered the job.
Before Bono took the job,
the Jacks were going through
a tough time. They had five
straight losing seasons from
2007 to 2011 with just two
NCAA qualifiers.
SDSU has improved each
season under Bono. In his first
season, the Jacks went 5-12 with
just one NCAA Tournament
qualifier. The next year, they
went 6-8 with three NCAA qualifiers.
Then, in 2014, the Jacks added another key component to
their coaching staff: Jon Reader,
who Bono had coached at Iowa
State, signed on as an assistant
coach.
With Reader on his staff,
Bono finally felt that he had a
one-two punch that would translate to coaching success. Bono
and Reader have created a cohesive coaching unit that doesn’t
have definite head coaching or
assistant coaching duties.
In the first season with both
Iowa State alums, the Jacks went
11-8 with three NCAA qualifiers,
then 14-6 with five NCAA qualifiers. Last season they went 14-5

with five NCAA qualifiers and
two All-Americans.
Part of their success is a result of recruiting, a process that
Bono and Reader have stressed.
In Bono’s office, there is a sign
that reads, “Recruit well, Develop well = SUCCESS.”
So far, that plan has been apparent for Jacks fans. SDSU was
able to land a top recruit in now
junior Seth Gross.
After he left Iowa, they were
able to get a four-time Missouri High School state champion Connor Brown. They also recruited now senior Nate Rotert,
who also won state twice in
South Dakota.
When Rotert was growing
up, the Jacks didn’t have the best
program. Instead, he looked up
to perennial powerhouses like
Iowa and Minnesota but eventually committed to SDSU because
of the continual success of the
program.
Bono is often raucous and
energized during matches, and
that doesn’t change during practices — it’s simply who Chris
Bono is.
“He is always fired up, there
is never a time where you don’t
get that,” Gross said.
Bono has been able to change
the culture around the SDSU
wrestling room, by challenging
the wrestlers every day.
“He finds our breaking points
and makes sure we go past our
breaking points every time and
get at least one percent better
each day,” Brown said.
Bono has no hesitation calling last year’s season his most
successful coaching season, but
don’t be fooled to think he is
content taking the team to a program that hovers around the top
15.
“Everybody is tooting our
horns about this and that,” Bono
said. “But, we are nowhere close
to where we want to be.”

Continued to A9

Jacks run past Omaha, Wrestling undefeated in Big 12, hopes to
ready for NDSU rematch win 11th straight dual against Cyclones
TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter
Junior forward Mike Daum and
the South Dakota State men’s
basketball team swept the season series against the Omaha Mavericks Tuesday at Frost
Arena. The Jacks clenched the
victory.
SDSU outplayed the Mavericks from the opening tip,
leading the entire game and finishing 80-60.
Coming into the game,
it was announced the Mavericks 6’9 forward, Lamar Wofford-Humphrey, would be out.
Omaha would instead play
a smaller lineup, allowing a
one-on-one matchup against
Daum all night. It didn’t go
well.
Daum led the way for
SDSU with 35 points, connecting on just one 3-pointer, and
relentlessly attacked the paint
as he scored 15 times from inside the arc.
Daum continued to show
his improvement on the glass.
He finished with 18 rebounds
and is now averaging 13 in
Summit League play, compared
to his average of eight last year.
“I feel like I have done a
better job putting myself in a
position to grab boards,” Daum
said. “I think it’s definitely one
thing I have improved on.”
As a team, the Jacks shot
46 percent from the field and
35 percent from beyond the arc.
Junior guard Tevin King
contributed 14 points to the of-

fensive charge and four rebounds. Senior guard Skyler
Flatten had 12 points, connecting on two of his three attempts
beyond the arc.
King did more for the
Jacks other than being their
second leading scorer. He also
led the offensive and defensive charge. Last year, King was
thought of as a defensive-first
guard, but has since grown beyond that.
“He just commanded the
whole game,” head coach T.J.
Otzelberger said.

Continued to A9
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Senior guard Skyler Flatten (1) shoots a
3-pointer during the game against Fort
Wayne Jan. 27.

TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter

South Dakota State wrestling
has pushed its dual winning
streak to 10 as it dispatched
the Oklahoma Sooners 22-13
Jan. 28. The Jacks are now 10-2
overall and 5-0 in the Big 12.
The No. 12 Jacks shift their
attention now to the unranked
Iowa State Cyclones.
Despite usually being a contender in the Big 12, the Cyclones have not looked the part
this season. They are 1-4 in the
ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian
Big 12 and have dropped two
Sophomore Martin Mueller wrestles Chaz Polson during the 184-pound bout Jan. 18.
straight duals, with the latest
Mueller defeated Polson by fall 2:49. The Jacks host Iowa State at 2 p.m. Feb. 4 in
being a 31-3 defeat at the hand Frost Arena.
of the No. 4 Oklahoma State
termat ranked wrestlers, while
against Jonce Blaylock of OklaCowboys.
the Jacks have five.
homa State.
“They have some guys that
Freshman Connor Brown is
Senior Nate Rotert, the No.
can wrestle, we just need to stay ranked as the No. 19 125-pound- 9 ranked 197-pounder, continfocused and locked in,” Bono
er. Brown will be coming off of
ued his unbeaten dual season
said.
a loss to No. 17 Christian Moody against Oklahoma, and will look
The lone win for the Cyof Oklahoma.
to push his win streak to eight
clones against the Cowboys was
Junior Seth Gross, the No. 1
against sophomore Samuel Colfrom their redshirt freshman,
133-pounder, continued his tear bray, who has posted a 12-10 reIan Parker. Who defeated twoagainst Oklahoma. Gross record this season.
time defending national chamcorded his fifth straight victoBetween common oppopion Dean Heil 5-3.
ry by pinfall. He will look to exnents, the Jacks look to have
Earlier this season, the start- tend that streak against redshirt the upper hand as Iowa State
ing 141-pounder, Kanen Storr
sophomore Markus Simmons,
dropped a 21-16 dual decision to
decided to transfer from Iowa
who is 18-11 this season.
Oklahoma.
State. Parker has filled into his
Senior Luke Zilverberg,
Bono will be attempting to
position easily, as he has now
who is ranked No. 12 in the
win his 100th dual as a head
won two straight matches.
157-pound weight class, will
coach against Iowa State, who
Sophomore Henry Pohlmey- look to stay on the winning
he coached for as an assistant
er will get a chance to slow
track after he bounced back
for 10 seasons.
down Parker’s momentum.
with two straight wins follow“It means nothing,” he said.
“Henry just needs to go out
ing his loss against Archie Col“I want ten individual wins.”
and wrestle, I am excited for
gan, from Wyoming. ZilverThe matchup between the
that matchup,” head coach Chris berg will face off against redCyclones and Jackrabbits will
Bono said.
shirt sophomore, Chase Straw,
start at 1 p.m. Feb. 4 in Frost
The Cyclones have zero Inwho is coming off of a 5-3 defeat Arena.
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SUPER BOWL
PREDICTIONS

Collegian graphic by ABBY WOLF

The New England Patriots and Philadelphia Eagles will square off in Super Bowl LII at 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 4 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Collegian sports staff predicts who will win and why.

ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor

“

PATRIOTS

Because Tom Brady
and Bill Belichick are
the best and there
is no way the Eagles
can repeat what
they did against the
Vikings.

>> BONO
Continued from A8
SDSU has compiled an impressive season, going undefeated in the Big 12. but with the
coaching reigns in Bono’s hands,
he’s made it clear that a merely
successful regular season won’t
please him.
He wants SDSU to be a perennial powerhouse with wrestlers that can win National
Championships.
For Bono, part of that is

TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter

CHANDLER HOLLAND
Sports Reporter

CARSON HERBERT
Sports Reporter

PATRIOTS

PATRIOTS

PATRIOTS

“

Tom Brady versus
Nick Foles? Give
me Tom Brady every
time. Quarterbacks
aren’t always the
key factor, but Brady
changes that.

“

Tom Brady, Bill Belichick
and Rob Gronkowski. They
are more experienced than
the Eagles and Tom Brady
is the GOAT [Greatest of All
Time]. Never bet against
the GOAT.

“

I’m not a big fan of them
personally, but they are
coming off of a win against
Jacksonville, who has a
tough defense, and have
overcome adversity with
injuries and off-the-field
controversies.

building the fanbase for SDSU
to match the increasing intensity
level of the program.
So far, he has done a good
job. Last year against Iowa, the
Jacks had 4,087 fans in attendance. At their last home dual
against Northern Iowa, the
Jacks recorded 1,277 fans.
“At one point, we were hoping to get 480 people in (Frost
Arena) to break records, now we
won’t be satisfied until we sell
out every night,” Bono said with
a smile.
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Freshman guard David Jenkins Jr. (5) blocks Omaha guard KJ Robinson (5) during the Jan. 30 game in Frost Arena. Jenkins Jr. scored
a total of six points during the game. The Jacks beat Omaha 80-60. They host NDSU at 7 p.m. Feb. 1 in Frost Arena.

>> BASKETBALL
Continued from A8
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Head wrestling coach Christopher Bono lifts freshman Connor Brown in celebration
after defeating UNI Jay Schwarm. SDSU hosts Iowa State at 7 p.m. Feb. 4.

Omaha came into the game,
averaging 77.5 points per game,
but were held to much less Tuesday night.
Otzelberger said part of the
reason the Jacks were so effective on defense, was their offensive possessions.
“For us, the best thing for our
defense is to not turn the ball
over and get great shots on offense,” head coach T.J. Otzelberger said. “Our guys did that
tonight.”
SDSU forced Omaha to turn
the ball over 12 times. Junior
guard Brandon Key and King
both had active hands against

the Mavericks with two steals
apiece.
Up next, the Jacks will turn
their focus to the North Dakota
State Bison.
The last meeting between
the two squads, came Jan. 3
in Fargo. The Jacks were able
to beat the Bison 87-80 at the
Scheels Center.
Mike Daum led the way in
that game with 37 points. Senior
forward Reed Tellinghuisen also
made an impact against the Bison, scoring 22 points.
As a team, the Jacks connected on seven three-pointers and
outrebounded the Bison 30-26.
NDSU (12-10, 4-3) is led by
senior guard, Paul Miller, who
won Summit League Player of

the Week.
Miller is averaging 19.5
points per game this season, and
is coming off of a 26-point performance in a win against Western Illinois.
“He’s scoring it at such a high
level and shooting the ball well.
We just want to make him work
for everything he gets and not
give him anything in transition
or any threes,” Otzelberger said
of Miller.
Last time against the Bison, the Jacks were unable to
contain Miller for a majority of
the night, as he went off for 35
points.
Tip-off between NDSU and
SDSU is scheduled for 7 p.m. on
Thursday at Frost Arena.
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Jacks fall to second place in Summit
League, ready for two-game road trip

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK:
MARTIN MUELLER

A10 January 31, 2018

CARSON HERBERT
Sports Reporter
After defeating the North Dakota State Bison and Omaha Mavericks earlier season, the South
Dakota State women’s basketball
team will have a chance to get a
season sweep of both teams.
The Jacks (17-5, 6-1) are
in second place in the Summit League standings. They suffered their first home loss and
first conference loss of the season against South Dakota Jan.
25. Redshirt junior guard Macy
Miller led the Jacks with 18
points and junior guard Madison Guebert followed close behind with 17.
SDSU responded with a
blowout win against Fort Wayne
Jan. 27. Senior forward Ellie
Thompson scored a season-high
23 points, while Miller added 22
points to their 105-49 win. The
final score was the most points
earned by the Jacks since 2008.
The Jacks will travel to Fargo, North Dakota, Feb. 1 to take
on NDSU. The Bison (8-13, 1-6)
have lost four of their last five
games since the two teams met
Jan. 6 when the Jacks won 8363.
Sophomore guard Sarah Jacobson, freshman guard Michelle Gaislerova and freshman
forward Emily Dietz each put up
double-digit figures for the Bison.
Tip-off will be at 7 p.m. at the
Scheels Center in Fargo where
the Bison have a 6-3 record on
the season.
Next, the Jacks will go on the
road to Omaha (9-10, 1-6), who,
like North Dakota State, has lost
four of its last five games. The
Mavericks are 6-4 at home this
season. South Dakota State began conference play by defeating
the Mavericks 89-64 Jan. 3 at
Frost Arena.

ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
The No. 12 ranked South Dakota State wrestling team defeated Oklahoma 22-13 Sunday. It
was the 10th win in a row for
the Jacks and they improved to
10-2 overall and 5-0 in the Big
12.
With Jacks trailing 1312, Martin Mueller won the
184-pound match 14-1 and
SDSU never looked back. For
this performance, Mueller has
been named The Collegian Athlete of the Week.
GOJACKS.COM
Up next, the Jacks will host
Year: Sophomore
Iowa State at 1 p.m. Feb. 4 at
Hometown: Rapid City,
Frost Arena in Brookings.

South Dakota
Major: Exercise Science
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Freshman forward Tylee Irwin (21) dribbles around USD sophomore guard Madison
McKeever (23). SDSU travels to Fargo, North Dakota Feb. 1 and will face NDSU.

“We struggled with both
teams at Frost,” head coach Aaron Johnston said about the
first matchups against Omaha and NDSU. “The games finished with a high scoring margin, but the first half was tight in
both games. I’m sure both teams
can look at the first half of those
games and pick out things they
did well and build on them.”
Johnston said the Jacks, despite their offensive success,
need to focus on the other side
of the ball as well, especially if
the team wants to have success
this week.
“We can’t rely on out scoring teams on the road,” Johnston
said. “Because of that, it will be
important for us to defend well
these next two games. We’re going to have to do a better job defensively of getting set in transition, guarding the ball and keep
it away from the basket.”

After a four-game homestand, Johnston said the team
will have a challenging road
ahead.
“Five of our next seven games
are on the road so the second half of our conference season will be challenging,” he said.
“We’ll need our leaders to play
well and to be good about moving us in a good direction going
forward.”
Johnston said freshman forward Myah Selland will be out at
least another week. She’s missed
the previous four games with a
foot injury.
“We assume that she’ll probably be out this weekend, but
we’ll take a look at her next
week,” he said. “We certainly don’t think it will be a season-ending injury. She’s just not
quite ready yet.”
Tipoff against Omaha will be
at 1 p.m. at Baxter Arena.
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Sophomore Martin Mueller celebrates pinning Wyoming’s Chaz Polson Jan. 18. The
Jacks have won 10 duals in a row and will host Iowa State at 1 p.m. Feb. 4.

stuff.
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27
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APO Capers The student-run variety show!
7:30pm Doner Auditorium (Morrill Hall)
Blizzard Hockey Game Free for SDSU students!
7:05pm Tickets at Union Info Exchange
APO Capers A Jackrabbit tradition!
7:30pm Doner Auditorium (Morrill Hall)
BSA/UPC Comedian Two comedians!
7pm Union Jacks’ Place
15th Annual BSA Step Show Not to be missed!
7pm Performing Arts Center
$5 advance tickets, $7 night of

